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Harry F. Manbeck, Jr. 

Member 
 

From March 1990 to May 1992, Mr. Manbeck was Assistant Secretary of Commerce and 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks of the United States. He was nominated to these 
offices by President Bush on October 11, 1989 and confirmed by the Senate on March 9, 1990. 

 
Prior to his government service, Mr. Manbeck practiced patent law for over thirty-five 

years and at the time of his appointment he was General Patent Counsel of the General Electric 
Company. He joined General Electric in 1949 and advanced to become General Patent Counsel 
in 1970, which position he held until becoming Commissioner. Prior to joining the General Electric 
Company, he served in the U.S. Army Signal Corps. Since leaving government service, Mr. 
Manbeck has continued in the practice of patent law specializing in litigation consulting and 
counseling, including a period between 1992 and 1996 as resident partner in the Washington, 
D.C. office of Morgan & Finnegan. 

 
A native of Honesdale, Pennsylvania, Mr. Manbeck graduated with Highest Honors from 

Lehigh University in 1949 with a B.S. in Electrical Engineering. He received his L.L.B. with Honors 
from the University of Louisville in 1954. Mr. Manbeck is a member of the District of Columbia, 
Connecticut, Indiana, Kentucky and Massachusetts bars and is admitted to practice before the 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. He is also registered to practice in front of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office. 

 
Mr. Manbeck has served as Chairman of the Patent, Trademark and Copyright Section of 

the American Bar Association; President of the Association of Corporate Patent Counsel; a 
Director of the Intellectual Property Owners, Inc.; and a Director of the Bar Association of the 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. He is also a member of the American Intellectual 
Property Law Association and the Connecticut Patent Law Association. In 1984 Mr. Manbeck was 
awarded the Whitney North Seymour Medal of the American Arbitration Association for 
contributions made to the process of arbitration in the United States. 

 
Mr. Manbeck is married to the former Julia P. McCarthy and they, with their daughter 

Emily, reside in McLean, Virginia. 
 
Areas of Concentration: 

 Counseling 
 Litigation 

 
Education:  

 B.S. Electrical Engineering from Lehigh University - 1949 (highest honors) 
 L.L.B. from University of Louisville - 1954 (honors) 

 
Bar Admissions:  

 District of Columbia Bar 
 Connecticut State Bar 
 Indiana State Bar 
 Kentucky State Bar 
 Massachusetts State Bar  
 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 


